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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 5th March 2025 AT 7.30pm AT BATTLESBRIDGE FREE CHURCH HAWK HILL BATTLESBRIDGE ESSEX SS11 7RE  
  Present:

 Cllr. A Matthews


    
      Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire


           Cllr. P Mitchell



      Cllr. S Belton

In Attendance:  The Clerk and 3 Members of the Public
188.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Jack and Cllr P Jayachandran 
189. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

190. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS Cllr Matthews advised that the Council had received and expression of interest from a resident who was interested in becoming Parish Councillor again. Members unanimously proposed and agreed that should the resident wish to re-join the Parish Council they would be very welcome, Mr Stuart Belton accepted the position of Councillor and accordingly signed the Declaration of Office before joining the remaining Meeting as Cllr Stuart Belton.
191. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th February 2024 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.
192. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. None.  
193. VILLAGE REPORT- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.

a. Racing on the A1245 has been heard again. 
b. Central bollards and lights on Rawreth Lane are in need of repair and cleaning. The Clerk advised she had contacted Cllr James Newport regarding the matter but had not received and acknowledgment of her email or a reply. 

c. Our known rough sleeper has been seen back in the area again, everyone agreed to keep an eye out for him and report his location to the Clerk who would then endeavour to speak to him to try and ascertain if he is in need of any help or support. 

d. Site workers are parking on the spine road on Wolsey Park again. 
e. The hedges between the Carpenters Arms and the substation have been cut well.

f. More advertising boards are appearing in the Parish. The Clerk advised because of the lack of action from RDC Enforcement the Parish Council could look to remove those that are dangerous a safety issue, impair visibility, or on Council owned land. 

194.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS None. 

195.  FINANCE.
a. Online payments approved since the last meeting. 
Battlesbridge Free Church (Feb) £30.00

BT Broadband Reimbursement to H L Bloomfield (Feb) £45.06
Quarterly Office Expenses (Oct Nov Dec) £53.50

Quarterly Office Expenses (Jan Feb Mar) £53.50

Unity Bank Charge (Feb) £6.00

J A Pinkerton Maintenance £960.00

Gepp Solicitors Legal Costs relating to S-Type Security and Solutions Ltd £300.00

Vision ICT Website Fees £228.00 

Allotment Society Membership £84.00

b. Updates regarding the opening a separate bank account for the Allotment Section 106 money with Redwood and the addition of signatures to the Unity Bank Account. The Clerk advised that the addition of more signatories to the Unity Bank Account had not progressed as additional ID from Cllr Jack was still outstanding.  The Clerk advised that the application with Redwood for a new account had been closed as Cllr Matthews had not supplied the requested identification within the application time frame. Members discussed the need to have more signatories on accounts and new accounts and it was suggested that Cllr Belton be added to the accounts when new applications are made.  Agreed Action: Clerk to chase Cllr Jack for his outstanding ID and to restart the application process with Redwood. 
196. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE None. 
197. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- None. 

198. THE HIGHWAY RANGERS SERVICE. The Clerk advised there was no update to report, the Clerk said that a resident had passed comment that the hedges at Rawreth Playing Fields were being cut, the Clerk advised that tit was work undertaken by RDC not the Parish Council, it was noted that a section of the hedge in-between cut sections had been completely 
199. FLOODING IN THE PARISH- No updates to report. 
200. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. Cllr Matthews advised that the funding for the Fairglen Interchange has now been agreed, but the start date has not been announced, there will be a dedicated left hand turn from the A1245 to the A127, then there will be an exit south bound from the A130 onto the A1245 but turning right only onto the A127, this will not allow left hand turning onto the A1245 towards Rawreth and Rayleigh. The Clerk advised the details are available online on the ECC website, www.essex.gov.uk   The Clerk advised that Cllr Matthews and herself had met with Countryside to look at the Allotment site, the Clerk advised that the carpark for the Allotments is finished and they had actually managed to walk onto the site for the first time, the Clerk showed Members the Allotment plan and advised that the transfer of the land to the Council will take place in the coming months, on site, the level of the land will be stripped back, fencing will be erected, water and electricity will be connected and then the Council can commence work setting out the Allotment plots. The Clerk advised that adjacent to the allotment will be a children’s play area, a youth facility, kick about pitch and community orchard. The Clerk advised that every household on Wolsey Park can be apply to  the expression of interest list to be considered for an Allotment, the total number of  Allotments will be split between the five development phases, they will not be allocated on a first come first served basis but will be randomly selected by an independent person,  the Allotments will be owned by the Parish Council who will issue a leases for each plot, there will be an annual rent payable as well as a proportion of the electricity and water costs. The Clerk advised that as part of the setup, the Council will be installing the Allotment plots and also sheds, these will be of a uniformed design so that the site is kept aesthetically pleasing to neighbouring houses. The cost of setting up the Allotments will be met by the Section 106 monies being given to the Parish Council, this will be held in a separate account and used thereafter for maintenance. 
201. COUNCIL NEWSLETTER. Cllr Matthews made a proposal that the Newsletter be called an information leaflet rather than newsletter as it isn’t really bringing any news, but is bringing information to households, Cllr Mitchell asked if this is something that will be produced going forward and will it only be the Council who has input into it or is it something that the Community can add to, Cllr Matthews advised that the initial leaflet will just be from the Council to bring awareness to the Parish Council and to introduce residents to their Councillors and to advise residents, especially on Wolsey Park that they come under Rawreth Parish Council not Rayleigh Town Council. The Clerk advised that there will need to be amendments to the original draft, the original stated that S-Type Security patrol the Parish which is no longer the case, also the leaflet refers to who residents contact for different services, however under the proposed Local Government Reform and Devolution things will change so the wording needs to reflect this, the Clerk advised she had also amended the maintenance part as James is now working more hours in the Parish.  Members agreed that going forward it would be good to have a community newsletter.  The Clerk advised the draft has been in circulation for six months and Members now need to agree it so it can be produced and delivered. The Clerk advised that she will need to check the original price quoted as this was some considerable time 
ago.  Members agreed that a new draft be forwarded to Members, incorporating all the changes, for approval and then production and delivery, this was proposed by Cllr Belton and seconded by Cllr Wiltshire and unanimously agreed. Agreed Action: Clerk to circulate a final draft to Members for approval. 
202.  TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS.  There were no reports received or matters raised. The Clerk advised Members that there was an Extraordinary RDC Full Council Meeting being held on the 11th of February to discuss the proposed Devolution. 
203. RHALC. No reports received. 
204. ESSEX POLICE, PARKING/ABADONED VEHICLES. The Clerk advised that there is still a problem in Chelmsford Road by Good Companions Garage, the Police are being advised of any suspicious vehicles but have said with regards to vehicles parked without tax or an mot must be reported to the DVLA, RDC have stated the same, the Clerk advised this is being done, however the Clerk has asked that the matter be referred to RDC Enforcement as the vehicles are definitely associated to the nearby businesses and Enforcement should be looking into the agreed use of the sites, including hours of operation, and a mobile home that is now in situ. The Clerk advised that the problem is now having a knock on effect to Bedloes Avenue as cars are starting to be parked down there to. 
205. COMMUNITY GARDEN, PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE- The Clerk advised there are a number of dead roses in the Community Garden, these will all be replaced, she advised that she had walked the garden with James and checked  all the benches that are currently in situ, all the benches were originally installed with steel rods through the legs, all but one were still solid with no movement, however the one to the north near the planted area was loose and the steel could be seen, the Clerk advised Members this will be removed and the most logical plan would be to replace it with the Memorial Bench, the bench would be installed to face down the garden so the whole view could be enjoyed. Members agreed this was the best way to proceed. Cllr Matthews clarified if there is still money available for more benches, the Clerk confirmed yes this is correct. The Clerk advised Members that she had spent an afternoon with James looking at Council owned land, walking the footpaths that would now be maintained by the Council, the Clerk advised that she had pointed out all the advertising boards that need to be removed, the bus shelters had been inspected, screening of the pumping station adjacent to the Community Garden had been discussed as well. The Clerk advised that areas of hedging had also now been cut by the Parish Council due to lack of response from ECC despite several years of requests being submitted, ECC had failed to locate and correspond with land owners and the hedges were now encroaching the highway and as such were dangerous, areas cut were Old London Road between Goymers Lodge and the A129 junction, Church Road between St Nicholas House and Burrells Farm, these areas were bought to the attention of the Council by residents and more recently Cllr Jack. Bedloes Avenue has been started but due to parked vehicles the work had not as yet been completed, the outstanding work will include cutting of the bushes, brambles on the small roundabout, and the those on the traffic island land between Bedloes and Rawreth Lane, including the visibility splay which is impeding the sightline of cars exiting the A1245 to either join Rawreth Lane heading east or west, vehicles crossing the A1245 from Church Road cannot be seen. The Clerk advised that all the hedgerow between Rawreth Industrial Estate and Laburnum Way has now been cut, again despite requests from residents to RDC and ECC this had not been done, one resident said they had not been cut in over ten years, the hedgerow was encroaching onto the pedestrian path which was substantially reduced in width meaning people were walking in the road to ensure their children could walk on the path, in addition there was a section of pavement were ground level vegetation had halved the width of the pavement, this has now been cleared opening the width of  the pavement to allow pushchairs and wheelchairs to use it safely.  The Clerk advised that opposite side of the road between Madrid Avenue and Trenders has the same problem and this will now be addressed. 
206. COUNCIL OWNED ALLOTMENT LAND CHURCH ROAD. Members agreed that the use of the land in Church Road is limited by restrictive covenants and acknowledged there has been no expression interest from the required number of residents to investigate the use of the land for allotments. Members agreed the matter would come back to the Council for discussion if any enquiries and expression of interest are received.  The Clerk advised the land will continue to be maintained under the Council’s maintenance contract. 
207. TRAINING- The Clerk advised that the NRSWA full day Course has been booked for the 8th of April 2025.
208. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. The Clerk advised that the P3 Agreement has been signed and comes into effect on the 1st of April 2025, the Clerk advised the Council will be maintaining footpaths, 1, 5, 8, 10, 17, 22, 55, 60,  61, 62, 63 72 and 267. The paths that the Council are now maintaining are those that are currently maintained by ECC not landowners. The clerk advised that ECC will now pay the Parish Council a contribution towards maintaining the footpaths, this is worked out on metres being maintained and whether they are mown or strimmed, the maintenance of footpaths covers the ground walked on and no overhanging hedgerow, however if deemed necessary we will cut hedgerow back to keep footpaths clear. 
Cllr Matthews advised there has been a problem with footpath 7, the Clerk advised that she has inspected it following a report of effluent in the ditch, she advised that the PROW has also visited and it has been confirmed that the work on the nearby hedges and trees is in compliance with the planning consent that was granted, and in particular planning conditions imposed to rectify the drainage, the Clerk confirmed that the PROW was happy with the work taking place.  
209. PLANNING MATTERS- The Clerk reminded Members that the latest planning applications still required a response. 
210. SCHOOL BUS SERVICE The Clerk advised that as Cllr Jayachandran is unfortunately not in attendance she will need to update Members next month with regards to her meeting with the RT Hon Mark Francois MP.

211.  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  . a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC

 e) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways f) Parish Council Newsletter g) School Bus Service h) Council Bank Accounts  i) Fairglen Interchange 

212. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 2nd April  2025 at 7.30pm Battlesbridge Free Church Hawk Hill Battlesbridge Essex SS11 7RE.

Members unanimously agreed the resolution that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda items 213 and 214 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

The Meeting closed to the Public at   20.54pm

Signed……………………………..Chairman……………Dated……………..  

� EMBED PBrush  ���
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