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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 7th May 2025 AT 7.30pm AT BATTLESBRIDGE FREE CHURCH HAWK HILL BATTLESBRIDGE ESSEX SS11 7RE                           
Cllr. S Belton


      Cllr. Mrs J Jayachandran 



  Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire



  Cllr. P Mitchell

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR.  Cllr Wiltshire proposed and nominated that Cllr Stuart Belton be elected as the Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr Jayachandran and unanimously agreed by all remaining Members, Cllr Belton accepted the position.

2. NEWLY ELECTED CHAIRMAN TO SIGN A DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE. Cllr Stuart Belton signed the Declaration and Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk.

3. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Matthews and Cllr Jack.
4. TO APPOINT A VICE CHAIRMAN Cllr Wiltshire proposed and nominated that Cllr Jayachandran be appointed as the Vice Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr Belton and unanimously agreed by all remaining Members. Cllr Jayachandran accepted the position. 
Cllr Belton read out a report from the outgoing Chair, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Matthews stated that it was his last report as Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Matthews reported that the last few years have been the most challenging to navigate and that the Council should now look forward with new ideas and responsibilities that will be presented with the reorganisation of Local Government. Cllr Matthews reported on the expanding population of the Parish and the increasing role of the Parish Council. Cllr Matthews apologised for not being present as he was on a much needed break away but stated he would give his full support to whoever was chosen to be his successor and wished them the best and looked forward to the Council continuing to represent the needs of the village, within our power. Cllr Belton expressed a wish to formally record his and the Parish Council’s thanks to Cllr Matthews for his time as Chair and said his wealth of knowledge would be called upon in his continuing role as a Parish Councillor
The Parish Council then expressed their sincere condolences and sadness to Mrs Val Bullis and family at the loss of a very long standing resident and monthly meeting attendee Albert Bullis.
5. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None. 
6. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd April 2025 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.

7. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. None.
8. VILLAGE REPORT- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.

a. The sign on the speed restriction/road narrowing chicane is missing. 
b. Willow tree at Laburnum Way, fronting Rawreth Lane has been cut down because of internal decay.

c. Rawreth Lane, in the vicinity of the new care home, manhole cover has dropped, there are two others by Rawreth Playing Fields. 

d. Vegetation all along Rawreth Lane is rapidly growing and encroaching onto the pavement. 

e. Rayleigh FC Boys and Girls advised the Council that on the 14th, 15th, 21st, 22nd and 28th of June football tournaments will be held at the Chichester Ground, with the expected attendance to be 1000 per day. The Club advised that all local residents were aware and also confirmed that 30 marshals would be in attendance on each day, with 140 teams playing over the first weekend and 120 the following. The Club advised that they had factored game timings to allow for traffic flow and had left a timing gap to allow for vehicles to exit from the morning matches before vehicles arrived for the afternoon. 
9.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS No reports were received from Ward Councillors.  Visiting Councillor Danielle Belton was welcomed by everyone, she spoke about LGR and Devolution and that September is a crucial date as we will find out exactly what the proposals look like, Cllr Belton advised that since she lasted attended the RDC administration put forward a proposal to group with Southend CC and Castle Point BC so RDC would become part of the greater Southend, this was not agreed by remaining District Councillors and so it’s gone back to the drawing board and now all options are being looked at and Members will look at a model were Rochford joins with Maldon, Chelmsford and Brentwood so the central part of the County which makes sense because agriculturally there are lots of similarities, and economically and Rochford staff are already shared with Brentwood so we are more aligned with these parts of Essex and this grouping but ultimately everyone in the County needs to agree on what comes next which is no mean feat.  Cllr Belton said that on her last visit she spoke about planning and obviously we are now aware of speculative applications that are being submitted, the one affecting Rawreth the most is Dollymans Farm, the applications are being received faster than expected, due to RDC having no local plan and come 2026 once devolution plans are known there will be Election for a Mayor of greater Essex and they will have most of the say in what gets built where in Essex. Cllr Belton than advised that it has just been announced that a number of the administration at RDC have resigned and so RDC is now in a minority administration, there were 21 members in the administration made up of a host of groups and 18 in opposition, there are now currently only 19 members in the administration. The RDC Annual Meeting is to be held on the 20th of May, this is when the Chairman of the Council is chosen and the administration will be formed, this is a public meeting at the Civic Suite at 7.30pm.  Cllr Belton spoke about the EOI put forward for the  new town on the Great Wakering side of the District and advised that any houses built there cannot count towards the Districts local plan target, so currently 15000 houses need to be built over the next 15 years, currently 300 are being built each year, this will need to be upped to 1000 under the new target, if the EOI  is accepted at least 5000 houses would be built within the District but because they are forming a new town the  number of houses would not be deducted from the total and 15000 homes would need to be built in the remaining part of the District, within a smaller space and all eyes of Government officials are looking towards the west of the District because of the transport links to major roads, so the whole of the areas within Rawreth, the remainder of the land at Wolsey Park, Dollymans, Rawreth Lane in general, land toward the Fairglen are being looked at so the landscape of Rawreth will change dramatically as will the role of the Council and the responsibilities that they’ll  have and the amount of residents, if LGR happens at the same time powers will be devolved downwards so Parish Councils  will be expected to become more involved with greater responsibilities and expectations and provide more services and work with external contractors, so more financial responsibility, Parish Council’s will be responsible for keeping local identity.   Members thanked Cllr Belton for attending and keeping everyone informed. 
10.  FINANCE.
a. Online payments approved since the last meeting.  
J APinkerton (May) £2100.00 noted. 
Battlesbridge Free Church (Apr) £30.00 noted. 
H L Bloomfield reimbursement of BT Broadband (Apr) £57.44 noted. 
H L Bloomfield reimbursement of Ink £35.11 noted. 
H L Bloomfield reimbursement of Ink £30.37 noted. 
SLCC Membership £300.00 noted. 
H L Bloomfield reimbursement NRSWA code of Practice Books £29.97 noted. 
J A Pinkerton Maintenance £720.00 noted. 
EALC and NALC Membership £644.10 noted. 
Vision ICT SSL Certificate £60.00 noted. 
Unity Bank Charge £6.00 noted. 
b. Council considered the Insurance renewal of  £850.64 from Clear Council for the 2025/2026 financial year and asked the Clerk to obtain two further quotes for comparison in terms of cover and cost. Members agreed that taking into consideration the renewal date for this insurance of 1st June 2025 falls before the next meeting a decision would need to be made by Members as soon as quotes were obtained and circulated to Members, the renewal would then be actioned by the Clerk who would receive Members decisions by email. The Clerk recommended that a sealing spend of £850.64 be agreed so  that in the event of cheaper quotes being available but no providing the level of cover currently insured and required the Council could proceed with the renewal with Clear Council. This was unanimously agreed. 
c. Members to reviewed the 2024-2025 Internal Audit report from Heelis and Lodge, Members also confirmed that the Clerk had reported the Audit to them in full prior to the meeting allowing them time to consider the audit process, the audited documents and ask questions. 
d. Members considered the Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control for Rawreth Parish Council and Members unanimously agreed the approval, without alteration. 
e. Members considered the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025 in conjunction with all the relevant documents and unanimously agreed the same, without alteration.  Council also considered reviewed and agreed unanimously the Audit Plan, Financial Risk Assessment, Internal Control Risk Assessment and the Councils Assets Risk Assessment without alteration. 
f. Members reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal control. (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025). and found the same to be up to date and in order and Members unanimously agreed the same with no changes or alterations needed. 

g. Members considered the Accounting Statements 2024/2025 (Section 2 of the Annual Return) prepared and signed by the Clerk/RFO prior to meeting and audited by the appointed Internal Auditor to the Council. Members agreed that no changes or alterations were needed to the Statements and unanimously agreed and approved them unaltered. 
h. Members discussed the appointment of an Internal Auditor, Cllr Belton proposed the appointment of Heelis and Lodge, this was seconded by Cllr Mitchell and unanimously agreed by all Members that Internal Auditor Heelis and Lodge be appointed for the Financial Year 2025/2026
Agreed Action: Clerk to now fulfil all the legal requirements with regards to the Audit and forward the AGAR and required documents to PKF Littlejohn so that they can undertake their External Audit. 

i. The Clerk advised Members that she was still waiting on additional ID from Cllr Jack despite several requests and as this has now delayed the adding of Cllr Mitchell as a signatory since July last year because the application form had both signature requests on it she has now submitted a request to Unity to proceed with Cllr Mitchell as a separate request to Cllr Jack to avoid any further delay which Unity have confirmed they will do, the Clerk advised the application to add Cllr Jack as a signatory and give him access to view the accounts will be completed as soon as he supplies the outstanding requested identification.  The Clerk then advised Members that they agreed that  Cllr Jack should be the third signatory to the application to open an account for the Allotment Section 106 money with Redwood, however given the delays experienced with adding Cllr Jack to the Unity account the Clerk recommended that Members consider if this is still the most appropriate way to proceed, Members agreed that a delay to being able to open any account or adding signatories is not acceptable and unanimously agreed that Cllr Belton should be the third signatory alongside Cllr Matthews and Cllr Jayachandran.  The Clerk confirmed she would now proceed with the application. 

Agreed Action: Clerk to submit an application to Redwood with Cllr Belton, Cllr Jayachandran and Cllr Matthews and signatories.
j. The Clerk confirmed that no Grant Applications had been received for consideration. 
11. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (to note). 
The Clerk confirmed that no reply has been received from Rochford District Council with regards to the letter received regarding Fly Tipping in Old London Road which has been passed to them as the Authority responsible for street cleaning and waste 

12. SCAFT. Following the award of a Council Grant to SCAFT at the April Meeting, Andy Trever Service Delivery Manager for SCAFT (Supporting Carers and Families Together) was welcomed to the Meeting where he thanked Members for their support in awarding the Grant and then gave a very informative talk and overview about the work of SCAFT and the services and support they offer. Members thanked Andy for his time in attending the Meeting and for enlightening them about the extensive work of SCAFT which they had been happy to support. 
13. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- None.
14. BEECHES ROAD/WATERY LANE ROAD SAFETY CONCERNS. Members discussed the draft letter that the Clerk had prepared and circulated to them prior to the Meeting. Members agreed the contents of the draft without alteration and unanimously agreed that it should be sent immediately after the Meeting to both County Councillor James Newport and the Rt Hon Mark Francois MP. 
Agreed Action: Clerk to send the drafted letter to Cllr Newport and Rt Hon Mark Francois MP 

15. FLOODING IN THE PARISH- There were no updates to report regarding flooding issues in and around the Parish. 
16. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS The Clerk reminded Members of the invite received from Bloor to attend their Local Community Consultation on the 16th of May where the proposed development at Dollymans Farm would be presented. 
Agreed Action: Members and the Clerk to attend the Community Consultation. 

17. COUNCIL INFORMATION LEAFLET. Members discussed the drafted leaflet and all agreed that given the evolving housing targets, Devolution and Local Government Reform the leaflet in its current form and content may not be informative enough and perhaps it should be modified. Cllr Belton said he was happy to do this and present a new draft to Members which was unanimously agreed.  

Agreed Action: Cllr Belton to redraft the information leaflet. 

18.  TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS.  None. 
19. RHALC. Nothing to report. 
20. ESSEX POLICE, PARKING/ABANDONED VEHICLES The Clerk advised that the issue with abandoned and un roadworthy vehicles in Chelmsford Road has been resolved but monitoring will continue to ensure the problem does not reoccur. 
21. COMMUNITY GARDEN, PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE-  The Clerk advised Members as reported under item 8 a Willow Tree has been removed by the Parish Councils contractors  from the land fronting Rawreth Lane at Laburnum Way, the tree was inspected and decay was identified meaning the tree was unstable and could fall at any point and because of the size of the tree it posed a very high risk given its proximity to the highway, the Clerk advised that the recently completed NRSWA training had been put into full use for the felling of the tree and that she had remained on site for the duration. The Clerk recommended that following on from the NRSWA course and the need to remain compliant and also given the evolving LGR the Council should consider purchasing a set of the correct road work signage, this would then be available for all work being carried out, the Clerk advised she had looked into the cost of the required signs and the cost to purchase them would be between £1200 and £1500, this would also include a complete set of road cones, Cllr Belton then raised the question of storage and the Clerk advised that the set would include a considerable number of signs and 30 cones and given the Council has no storage of its own and no longer have the use of the store building adjacent to Rawreth Village Hall  the Council should consider a permanent storage solution for this equipment and archived documents currently stored at the Clerk’s house, the storage would need to be secure, alarmed,  fire proof,  accessible for the Council and their maintenance contractors and adequate in size for future use and growth of Council assets, equipment, documents and cabinets and cost effective, the Clerk advised she has made enquiries and suitable secure storage meeting the Councils requirements is available to the Council at a cost of  £100 plus VAT per month, the VAT being reclaimable.  Members were in agreement to purchasing the required signage and cones for compliancy of NRWSA  and it was proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Belton and unanimously agreed by all Members that the Clerk should order signs and cones with a total expenditure cap of £1500.00 plus VAT the VAT being reclaimable and it was also proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Belton and unanimously agreed by all Members that the Council should enter into  a monthly lease for secure storage at a cost of £100.00 plus VAT per month, the VAT being reclaimable. 
Agreed Action: Clerk to purchase the required road work signs and cones. Clerk to arrange for secure storage of both Council assets, archived documents and equipment. 
22.TRAINING- The Clerk advised that all available courses had been circulated to Members.  
23. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. The Clerk advised that a resident had advised that Footpath 10 is extremely overgrown and that the footbridge has a broken board, the Clerk confirmed this has been added to the works schedule.  The Clerk reminded everyone that the public right of way map is available on www.essexhighways.org/public-rights-of-way/prow-interactive-map 
24. PLANNING MATTERS- There were no applications that had not been dealt with under Delegated Power. 
25. DEVOLTION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM. The Council discussed the matter of Rawreth Recreation Ground and their wish to submit and Expression of Interest to Rochford District Council to take over the ownership of the Recreation Ground and Pavilion to protect the land from development and ensure it stays as a public recreational space. Members were in unanimous agreement to submitting the EOI and due to the urgency in submitting the document agreed that the draft could be agreed by Members in emails prior to the June Meeting where an update would be provided. 
Agreed Action: Clerk to draft an Expression of Interest for approval of Members and submission to RDC

26. COMMUNITY EVENTS. Members agreed to defer this item to the June Agenda.

27. ROAD SAFETY ISSUES AND CONCERNS IN THE PARISH. Members noted items 8 c and d and confirmed there were no further concerns to add. 
28. SCHOOL BUS SERVICE. Members agreed to defer this item to the June Agenda. 
29. BLUE PLAQUE STATUS. Members unanimously agreed their support to any applications that could be submitted and requested the matter be brought back to the June Agenda.  

30. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC

 e) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways f) Parish Council Newsletter g) School Bus Service h) Council Bank Accounts  i) Fairglen Interchange j) Devolution k) National Grid l) Blue Plaque Status m) 

31. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 7.30pm Battlesbridge Free Church Hawk Hill Battlesbridge Essex SS11 7RE.

Members unanimously agreed the resolution that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda items 213 and 214 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

The Meeting closed to the Public at   22.00pm

Signed……………………………..Chairman……………Dated……………..  
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