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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 5th February 2025 AT 7.30pm AT BATTLESBRIDGE FREE CHURCH HAWK HILL BATTLESBRIDGE ESSEX SS11 7RE  
  Present:

 Cllr. A Matthews


    
      Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire


           Cllr. S Jack

In Attendance:  The Clerk and 4 Members of the Public
161.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jayachandran and Cllr Mitchell. 
162. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

163. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS. None.
164. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th December 2024 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.

165. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. (updates from previous minutes) None.
166. VILLAGE REPORT. The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.

a. At the top of Church Road, junction of A1245 there’s a road closure sign, do we know the date. The Clerk advised the details of all known road closures are added to the website when received, the date for the Church Road closure is 1st May 2025.
b. Noted that some of the hedgerows are being cut back, there are dead Elms on the left side in Church Road between the traffic lights at the junction with the A1245 and the Nursery. Cllr Matthews advised he would take a look as these may be his responsibility. 

c. Hedgerow, Old London Road left side between Goymers Lodge and the A129 needs urgent trimming. The Clerk advised this has been reported numerous times to both ECC and RDC by herself and residents, she confirmed she would have a look and see if this is something that could be scheduled into the Parish Council maintenance works because of the safety issue. 

d. Rawreth Lane vegetation covering the pavement. The Clerk advised that this has been reported to ECC and has just been NFA’d after inspection despite no work being undertaken and the fact it was inspected in the winter months and will only get worse and vegetation starts to grow. 
e. Fly Tip caravan on the A1245 in the layby between Carpenters Arms roundabout and the Fairglen interchange. 

f. Potholes at the junction of Rawreth Lane, A1245 and Church Road are horrendous and still no scheduled date for repair. 

g. Rubbish on the highway verge and banks on the A1245 at Cherry Hill also looks like land slippage and a broken fence which is falling down. 

h. Who cut the hedges in Rawreth Lane, was it ECC?   Cllr Matthews advised it was Mr Cottis.

i. There’s another large advertising sign appeared for Raw Dog Food.

j. More advertising signs are appearing in the Parish, and a number of older signs are now broken. The Clerk advised that it is the responsibility of RDC to remove them but again after numerous reports nothing has been done. The Clerk advised she would inspect and arrange clearance as they are dangerous as well as unsightly. 

k. The Clerk advised that she continues to liaise with RDC regarding fly tipping. 

l. Full Council Extraordinary Meeting scheduled for the 11th of February regarding Devolution. Public are welcome to attend.
167.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS. None.
168.  FINANCE.
a. Online payments approved since the last meeting.  
Battlesbridge Free Church (Dec) £30.00
S-Type Security and Solutions Limited (Nov)  £2548.00 

JA Pinkerton Maintenance (Dec) £960.00

H L Bloomfield BT Broadband Reimbursement (Dec) £45.06

Unity Bank Charge (Dec) £6.00

J A Pinkerton Maintenance (Jan) £960.00

RHALC Membership £9.00

Battlesbridge Free Church (Jan) £30.00
Royal Mail Limited PO Box £424.40

H L Bloomfield BT Broadband Reimbursement (Jan) £45.35

Unity Bank Charge (Jan) £6.00

JA Pinkerton Maintenance (Feb) £960.00

WAVE (Anglian Water) Water Charges Community Garden £45.72

H L Bloomfield Office Equipment Reimbursement £23.99

b. The Clerk advised that she has still been unable to open a separate bank account for the Allotment Section 106 money with Redwood and add the additional signatures to the Unity Bank Account as Cllr Jack and Cllr Matthews still need to supply the requested ID verification. Agreed Action: Cllr Matthews and Cllr Jack to provide the requested ID
c. Budget and Precept - Council confirmed they had considered the draft budget proposals for 2025/2026, the Clerk confirmed that the Band D Charge has now be confirmed, this will enable the Council to keep their Band D charge the same as 2024-2025 at £109.03 with no increase in cost to residents but enable the Council to  request a higher precept amount, in doing this it will enable the Council to increase their maintenance contract budget and have budgets for security, training, salary, HMRC, insurance, legal expenses, VAT (Which is reclaimed) grants for community projects, contingency and all usual smaller expenditures and still keep a healthy level of reserves, which is good practice and also given the unknown of the Devolution plans and Local Government Reform would be prudent and forward thinking of the Council .  The Clerk confirmed this is the third year of no increase to the Band D figure.  Cllr Jack proposed that the Council agree the draft budget  with no alterations and a precept of  £112,545.00 is requested, this was seconded by Cllr Wiltshire and  unanimously agreed by all other Members. 
169. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. None. 

170. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. No questions were received. 
171. THE HIGHWAY RANGERS SERVICE. No update to report. 
172. FLOODING IN THE PARISH. The Clerk advised that after extensive clearance, the culvert at Laburnum Way has been free flowing since. The Clerk also confirmed that the attenuation ponds at Wolsey Park are doing exactly what they were designed for and are nowhere near capacity.  Cllr Jack reported that there have been no incidents in Church Road. 
173. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS  The Clerk advised there is no update to report regarding the proposals for the Fairglen Interchange. The Clerk advised that work has started on the entrance road to the allotments on the Wolsey Park Development and  that in the coming months a meeting will be arranged for a site visit. Agreed Action: Clerk to arrange a site meeting with Countryside. 
174. COUNCIL NEWSLETTER. . Council discussed the production and distribution of a Parish Council Newsletter/bulletin for circulation across the whole Parish, the Clerk reminded Members that the draft was still awaiting approval from them all, however, given possible changes to Local Government under the Devolution plans, some of the information contained within the Newsletter could become out of date so a new Newsletter would need to be produced in the future if the changes happen,  Members agreed and said could the wording of the Newsletter be changed to read that currently services are provided by Rochford District Council or Essex County Council respectively. Agreed Action: The Clerk to change the wording of the draft Newsletter and circulate to Members for approval. 

175.  TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS. None.
176. RHALC. Cllr Matthews advised that he had been unable to attend the RHALC Meeting. 
177. ESSEX POLICE, PRIVATE SECURITY, PARKING/ABADONED VEHICLES. Cllr Matthews noted that he has seen more Police patrols in the Parish over the last few weeks which is nice to see. The Clerk advised that herself and Cllr Danielle Belton have been working with the Police regarding the two areas in the Parish where vehicles that are untaxed, un-roadworthy and without MOT’s are being left. The Clerk advised the areas are Chelmsford Road cut off before the Good Companions site, and Carpenters Arms, Chelmsford Road leading to the Golf Range. The Clerk advised all vehicles need to have VIN checks run on them as well as registration numbers and some vehicles are displaying false plates from cloned vehicles. 
178. COMMUNITY GARDEN, PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE- The Clerk advised that the  memorial bench is on the work schedule, she advised that the priority is currently hedge cutting due to the imminent nesting season, the Clerk advised that the work schedule includes hedge cutting, bus shelter repairs, bench installation, planting in the Community Garden, grass cutting Community Garden, removal of unsafe trees, cutting of Council land in Church Road.  At this point a MOP asked if they could raise a point about Bedloes Avenue, the hedges and grass areas have not been cut at all, the Clerk advised that the area should be maintained by Sanctuary but never has been and that previously the Parish Council had stepped in but given the restrictions that were put on them they hadn’t maintained the area for some time. Cllr Matthews said this really annoys him as the area at Goose Cottages is really well maintained by Sanctuary but Bedloes isn’t and both should be treated the same. The Clerk advised she would visit the area with James and have a look as if the matter is now a safety issue the Parish Council will need to step in. Cllr Jack asked the matter be brought to the attention of Sanctuary that the Parish Council have had to step in.  The Clerk said any areas being cut she has sought the agreement of adjoining land owners if access is needed and the land isn’t owned by the Parish Council. 
179. COUNCIL OWNED LAND CHURCH ROAD . Members discussed the options regarding leasing the land in Church Road. The Clerk reminded Members that the use of the land is limited and there are restrictions in the Title Deeds. The land could be used for Allotments so this is possible a route that the Council would need to explore, firstly seeing if there is a demand and requirement for allotments in another area of the Parish. Cllr Jack asked what the size of the land is, the Clerk confirmed it’s just shy of an acre. 
180. TRAINING-The Clerk reminded Members there is an annual training budget every year and there is still money left from this years budget. The Clerk said that under the training budget she would like to suggest that the Parish Council’s maintenance team and herself become NRSWA Unit one qualified meaning they can set up traffic lights, signs, cones and barriers to comply with the New Road Safety Works ACT (NRSWA), the qualification is for people who work on the roads or adjacent to the roads for local authorities or their contractors, the Clerk said this would be really beneficial now the Parish Council are taking on more work, including footpaths and have increased their maintenance contract. The Clerk said the course is £197.00 plus recoverable VAT per delegate so to have one supervisor and three operatives qualified would cost £788.00, with the qualification lasting five years. The Clerk said this would be a very proactive move for the Council demonstrating their commitment to safe working, and given the fact she is doing site visits with the maintenance team for her to be qualified would ensure she has a full understanding of the requirement for certain works. All Members unanimously agreed for the NRSWA training of four delegates including one supervisor to be paid for.  Agreed Action: The Clerk to book an NRSWA training course for a date as soon as possible. 
181. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. Cllr Matthews advised that he hasn’t heard anything more with regards to the Coastal Footpaths. The Clerk advised that the Parish Council will be looking to take over the responsibility of the footpaths and bridleways from ECC on April 2025. Cllr Jack asked if the maintenance doesn’t start until April, does this mean we will be restricted because of nesting season. The Clerk stated that the trimming of the path as in what is walked on isn’t restricted but hedgerow will be so if there are paths that require immediate maintenance to let her know so they  can be inspected immediately and work undertaken if required. Cllr Jack asked if footpath 8 could be inspected.  The Clerk advised that she is meeting James tomorrow so they’ll walk the paths. 

182. PLANNING MATTER The Clerk reminded Members that the latest planning applications still required a response. Cllr Matthews advised that he couldn’t access the application for land to the rear of 128 Rawreth Lane, the clerk advised she would check the planning portal.  Agreed Action: Clerk to check the Planning Portal to make sure applications are visible.

183. SCHOOL BUS SERVICE. The Clerk advised that Cllr Jayachandran had met with the RT Hon Mark Francois MP and that she needs to update Members on that meeting next month. 
184.  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  . a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC

 e) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways f) Parish Council Newsletter g) School Bus Service h)Rochford District Council Highway Rangers i) Council Bank Accounts j)Fairglen Interchange k) Council owned land Church Road

185. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING-
Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 5th March 2025 at 7.30pm Battlesbridge Free Church Hawk Hill Battlesbridge Essex SS11 7RE.

Members unanimously agreed the resolution that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda items 186 and 187 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

The Meeting closed to the Public at   20.34pm

Signed……………………………..Chairman……………Dated……………..  
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