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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 2nd April 2025 AT 7.30pm AT BATTLESBRIDGE FREE CHURCH HAWK HILL BATTLESBRIDGE ESSEX SS11 7RE  
  Present:

 Cllr. A Matthews

                           Cllr. Mrs P Jayachandran


    
      Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire


           Cllr. S Jack



      Cllr. S Belton

In Attendance:  The Clerk and 5 Members of the Public
215.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr P Mitchell. 
216. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

217. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS None. 
218. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th March 2024 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy
219. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. None.
220. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- Members heard from residents of Beeches Road who are extremely concerned regarding road safety.  Ahead of the meeting Members had received a very detailed letter  stating all  the concerns with supporting information, these key points were spoken about, and in particular the record of 16 accidents in 3 years where vehicles have lost control and ended up in a drainage ditch bordering residents gardens, these 16 accidents have required emergency response but the total number of accidents exceeds this as not all accidents have been reported,  nor does it take account of the constant erratic driving and speeding which results in near misses. Residents specifically mentioned the speed limit and hazardous sharp bends, stating the bend itself is dangerous with a sharp 90 degree turn and unpredictable camber causing vehicles to drift into the oncoming lane, this was tragically demonstrated in 2023 when a vehicle overturned into a ditch and a resident as first responder to the scene had to provide immediate and potentially lifesaving assistance prior to the arrival of all emergency services including the air ambulance, the road on this occasions was closed for many hours. More recently in February 2025 there was a head on collision again with road closure and intervention from all emergency services. Beeches Road and Watery Lane have seen an increase in traffic usage as they are used as a cut through between Battlesbridge and Hullbridge, and they now carry far more vehicular movement than it was designed for, especially with increasing development in the area which is likely to continue.  Essex County Council have provided a response to residents that states no safety improvements will be implemented unless conditions worsen or tragically someone is killed. An absence of tangible evidence has been cited for a lack of action to-date, however this is something that can now be addressed through home CCTV security footage that covers this incident hotspot. Residents are equally  disappointed by Essex Police who have an unwillingness to police the area stating that the road is too dangerous to deploy traffic police or speed enforcement. In addition Beeches Road is designated as recreational route, frequently used by residents, ramblers and cyclists yet there is no dedicated footpath despite the Crouch river path leading into Battlesbridge, the absence of a safe pedestrian route exposes users to significant dangers. Under the Statutory Duty detailed under Section 39 of the 1988 Traffic Act authorities have an obligation to actively work to reduce accidents,  residents are therefore requesting that the Parish Council supports them in lobbying local authorities to urgently assess this road and implement comprehensive road safety measures as appropriate, specifically considering improvements such as signage, traffic calming solutions, speed restrictions, clearer markings, reduce the current 60mph limit assigned and increase monitoring and police presence and the expedition of the construction of a pedestrian footpath. Members thanked residents for attending the Meeting and presenting such a detailed report. 
221. BEECHES ROAD/WATERY LANE ROAD SAFETY CONCERNS. Members discussed the residents concerns reported in item 220  regarding road safety in Beeches Road/Watery Lane. Members agreed there are huge concerns. The Clerk advised that one accident involved a relative of the CEO at RDC and he had attended the scene, he has seen corresponded with residents and it has been suggested that an application to LHP is made, the Clerk advised this would require a direct submission to our County Councillor, the application needs to be specific in what the Parish Council are looking for, this then in turn needs to the support of the County Councillor in order to be taken forward for consideration, Cllr Matthews said the two main things that could be addressed by the LHP are speed limits and pedestrian safety, the Clerk added that signage could also be addressed under an LHP application. The Clerk advised that another route to go down would be the Community Police Team to see if they could show some presence in the road and also ascertain how many emergency service vehicles have attended during the last three years. Cllr Matthews also suggested carrying out a vehicle survey to ascertain the number of vehicles using the road, a resident advised that within the last month a traffic survey was carried out with the cables laid across the road. Cllr Jack said that unfrtunately the problem in Beeches Road isn’t an isolated problem and is typical of roads in the Parish including London Road A129 and Church Road. Members agreed that there are three main priorities to address first,  a reduction in the speed limit is paramount, more prominent signage including more horse, cyclist and pedestrian signs, and also crash barrier on the bend where all the accidents are occurring and pedestrian safety, in addition a review of the road condition and the camber needs to be undertaken. Agreed Action:  The Clerk was asked to speak to the Community Policing Team to see if speed monitoring can be undertaken, and then prepare a request to LHP for consideration, the Clerk also noted that the Chevron has not been replaced following the latest accident so she confirmed she would chase this. The Clerk confirmed that she would also include the Rt Hon Mark Francois MP in correspondence and Hullbridge Parish Council. The Clerk said she would also look at available funding via CIF or similar.  
222. VILLAGE REPORT- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.

a. Cllr Jack stated he was pleased to see the hedgerows in Church Road, Old London Road and London Road A129 had been cut, the area looks really tidy.
b. Cllr Jack stated he was pleased to see the potholes on the A1245 junction with Rawreth Lane had finally been repaired, however it would be good if the yellow box junction could be repainted.
c. There are still a number of cars illegal parked at the Carpenters Arms.

d. Advertising signs need removing as they are now unsightly, broken and illegal. 

e. More cars are parking on the spine road through Wolsey Park

f.  A number of rats have been seen on the pavement in Rawreth Lane.

g. There have been reports of wild mink being seen in the Parish.
h. Serious accident on the junction of Wolsey Park and London Road, the road is 40mph but motorists are often speeding. 

i. The road in the vicinity of the children’s playground on Wolsey Park will be closed overnight to allow for essential works to be carried out. 

223.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS None.
224.  FINANCE.
a. Online payments approved since the last meeting.  
J A Pinkerton Maintenance £2100.00 noted.
Battlesbridge Free Church (Mar) £30.00  noted.
Vision ICT Website subscription £228.00 noted. 
National Allotment Society Membership £84.00 noted.
BT Broadband Reimbursement to H L Bloomfield (Mar) £47.07 noted.
Unity Bank Charge (Mar) £6.00 noted.
Project Skills Solutions NRSWA Training Course £945.60 noted.
Gepp Solicitors Legal Costs relating to S-Type Security and Solutions Ltd £378.00 noted.

b. The Clerk updated Members with regards to opening a separate bank account for the Allotment Section 106 money with Redwood and the addition of signatures to the Unity Bank Account. The clerk reminded Cllr Jack that he still needs to provide a further form of ID for Unity Bank and that this is holding up the addition of him  and Cllr Mitchell to the account as they are on the same application form, the Clerk also advised that she has completed a  new application to add Cllr Belton to the account meaning all six Members will then be signatories on the Unity Accounts. The Clerk then advised that Redwood have cancelled the application to open an account as Cllr Matthews has not responded to a request to provide ID so the Clerk has now got to start the process all over again, the Clerk advised that a decision needs to be made who is going to be on the account for signature purposes, the Clerk advised there can be only three signatories, the cancelled application had Cllr Matthews, Cllr Jayachandran and Cllr Jack, Members agreed this should remain the same. The Clerk then referred to opening a third account, she advised that she is looking at Mansfield which she will complete an application for once all the signatories have been added to Unity and the Redwood account is opened. Action Agreed: Cllr Jack to provide the requested ID, the Clerk to proceed with an application to Redwood 
c. Council to note the Clerk is now preparing the Audit for the Financial Year 2024-2025. Noted. 
d. Members considered a grant application from SCAFT (Supporting Carers and Families Together) a charity that supports 200 carers and their families in the District with young carers making up a sizeable proportion of the overall number, the current running cost of the one to one service is £20,000 per annum.  Members considered the running costs of the Charity and the services it provides and the Council discussed a Grant equivalent to one month’s running costs which equates to £1666.66 with consideration being given for further funding later in the financial year. Cllr Jack asked what would happen to the Charity if they didn’t secure enough funding for a year, the Clerk advised they would probably have to cease the service at that point. Members agreed that in giving a grant equivalent to one month’s running cost this would enable the Charity to know they have secured the funds to run the service for a further month and the Council to review the Charities situation going forward and consider further funding if needed.  A grant of £1666.66 was proposed by Cllr Jack this was seconded by Cllr Wiltshire and unanimously agreed by all other Members. The Clerk was asked to invite the Charity to the May Meeting so that the Council could present them with the Grant. 
225. MEMBERS TO DISCUSS, RENEW AND ADOPT WHERE NECESSARY COUNCILS STATEMENTS, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS  Members reviewed the  NALC Model Standing Orders 2018 (England) which were last reviewed 01.11.2023, the Clerk advised these are unchanged from the last review and recommend that Members sign them as review on the  2nd of April 2025 without change. Members then considered the NALC Model Financial Regulations 2019 for England, the Clerk advised these have changed from the last review and confirmed a copy of the new regulations had been circulated to all Members prior to the Meeting. The Clerk recommended that the NALC Model Financial Regulations be adopted in their drafted form as circulated. Cllr Jayachandran proposed that the Clerk’s recommendation be agreed, this was seconded by Cllr Wiltshire and agreed by all Members.  Both documents were signed and dated accordingly. 

226. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE None.
227 DEVOLTION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM. The Clerk advised Members that herself and Cllr Belton had attended an RDC Full Council Meeting, both confirmed the process is still quite unclear with things changing daily. Cllr Jack said the democratic rights of people are being taken away. The Clerk advised Members of what is known about the process thus far, Essex County Council have put themselves forward to be fast tracked,  this was a vote put to County Councillors, at Rochford District Council a vote was taken to write to Central Government to state the Council did not agree with the White Paper in its current form. Under Devolution Essex County Council will cease to exist, a Unitary authority will be created covering between three to five local authorities, these numbers are still uncertain, there is great uncertainty all round but unitary authorities could have circa 320,000 residents under them. The Clerk advised how the new structure will work is very unclear, who will be responsible for what services is unclear, the whole process is unclear.  Members were urged to attend as many meetings as possible regarding Devolution, whether they are RDC, County or Local Government organisations,  the Clerk advised all RDC Meetings are public, anyone can attend, the meetings are advertised on the web, they are also live streamed if people can’t attend in person and meetings that have passed can still be watched, they are on the RDC youtube channel. The Clerk advised that not all District Councillors attended the last Full Council Meeting and considering they have been elected to represent residents this is concerning, nearly a third did not attend. Members agreed the changes are very concerning and the threat of more housing in the District is very concerning, housing targets will be thrust upon us. Members agreed the whole process is being rushed. 

Cllr Jack was excused from the Meeting at this point as he wasn’t feeling well. 

228. FLOODING IN THE PARISH- Nothing to report. 
229. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. The Clerk advised there was nothing to report. 
230. COUNCIL INFORMATION LEAFLET. The Clerk advised that she had circulated the final draft to Members for consideration and that they now need to approve it. The Clerk advised she would give Members a week to respond to her.  Agreed Action Members to reply to the Clerk with any points to raise or their approval to the draft within one week.
231.  TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS.  None.
232. RHALC. None. 
233. ESSEX POLICE, PARKING/ABADONED VEHICLES. The Clerk advised there has been some progress with Chelmsford Road in that vehicles are now only being parked during working hours which is still not ideal but is a definite improvement and the main nuisance of untaxed, sworn and un-roadworthy vehicles being abandoned has ceased. Agreed Action: The Clerk will continue to monitor the area. 
234. COMMUNITY GARDEN, PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE- The Clerk covered the maintenance schedule with Members. The Clerk then advised that she had spoken to tutors  from SEEVIC College while their horticultural students were attending a farm which they work on as part of their  studies and she had asked them what sort of projects they look at for their students study, they advised that the students work in parks and on farms and the Clerk told them about the Community Garden and Council owned land in Church Road and asked if these areas could be of use to them as part of their  horticulture, carpentry or engineering curriculum and if this is something they would like to consider to get in contact with her. Members agreed this would be a really good use of the land to enhance education. The Clerk advised she would keep Members updated. 
235. COMMUNITY EVENTS. The Clerk advised that Cllr Belton had asked for this item to be placed on the Agenda as he would like the Council to start to think about and consider bringing community events into the Parish, things like a food fayres, village fetes, establishing venues that can be used and what sort of events could be  held to encourage community gatherings and cohesion. Members agreed this is a really good idea to think about and explore.  
236. TRAINING- The Clerk advised she had circulated the latest  available training courses to Members.  

237. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. A resident asked to speak regarding the footpath running between Old London Road and View Gardens, the Clerk confirmed this is the Witherdens Farm, the resident advised that the footpath is finally open and it is no longer instructed. The Clerk advised that when she and James had met with the PROW she had asked him to review this path as it had been out of action since 2020 due to obstruction and enforcement were involved, the PROW confirmed he would and he went following their meeting so to hear it is finally open is welcome news. 
238. PLANNING MATTERS- - The Clerk reminded Members that the latest planning applications still required a response. 

239. SCHOOL BUS SERVICE. Cllr Jayachandran advised she had been to see Mark Francois MP and he had advised he would speak to the service provider of the X30 to enquire about the possibility of the route and times being added to, Cllr Jayachandran added that hopefully in turn he can speak to Firstbus about a change of route too. Agreed Action: Cllr Jayachandran to email the Clerk with exactly what changes she would like to see implemented to the X30 and First Bus and then in turn the Clerk will forward these from the Council to Mark Francois MP
240.  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC

 e) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways f) Parish Council Newsletter g) School Bus Service h) Council Bank Accounts  i) Fairglen Interchange j) Beeches Road k)Community Events l) Devolution and Local Government Reform m) Road safety issues and concerns in the Parish.

241. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 7th May 2025 at 7.30pm Battlesbridge Free Church Hawk Hill Battlesbridge Essex SS11 7RE.

Members unanimously agreed the resolution that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda items 213 and 214 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

The Meeting closed to the Public at   22.01

Signed……………………………..Chairman……………Dated……………..  

� EMBED PBrush  ���
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