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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd February 2021 7.30pm AT THE VILLAGE HALL RAWRETH

                                          Present: Cllr. M Collins


Cllr. Mrs D Jones


Cllr. A Matthews

Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire

In Attendance:  The Clerk, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the Meeting was not held in public to ensure all law,  requirements, guidance and rules could be met with regards to Social Distancing. The public, District Councillors and County Councillors were given the opportunity prior to the Meeting to raise in an email to the Clerk any questions relating to Agenda items, or to bring matters to the attention of the Council under Item 65 Public Participation.
83. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr P and Mrs M Beckers.
84. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllr Mark Collins declared an interest in any item regarding the Laburnum Culvert by way of being a resident of the development.

85. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd of December 2020 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.

86. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. 62.a The Clerk advised that James Pinkerton would be undertaking the work to replace the missing bollards in the pedestrian underpass due to the lack of response by ECC Highways.

87. MISSION STATEMENT. Members discussed the Mission Statement and unanimously agreed to adopt the following wording. Mission Statement for Rawreth Parish Council. The Parish Council aims to, Be transparent, and informative on village matters by all appropriate means. Be proactive with regards to all agreed short and long term goals. To understand the needs of residents, and to seek to address these needs within the resources and powers available to them, engaging whenever possible in an open dialogue. To give value for money for the services and facilities provided by the Council to residents. To promote and represent the best interests of the Village for the betterment of the local community. To actively pursue a representational role. Engage in the protection of the environment within the means of the Council.
REVIEW OF  THE COUNCILS FINANCIL REGULATIONS. Members reviewed the NALC Model Financial Regulations and agreed that they should be adopted as written, a proposal was made by Cllr Mark Collins, and this was seconded by Cllr Susanne Wiltshire with all other Members in agreement.

Members agreed with the Clerks advice that the following needed to be reviewed,  Standing Oders, Code of Conduct, Privacy Statement, Transparency, GDPR, FIA and that this would be done by the Clerk and reported to Members  in readiness for the March Meeting.
88. VILLAGE REPORT- Deferred to the next Meeting. 
89.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT-  As no reports were received this was deferred to the next Meeting,
90.  FINANCE. a. Cheques for approval. 
CHQ 101116 H L Bloomfield Expenses Mileage £4.19 (Dec) Approved and signed.
CHQ 101117 H L Bloomfield Quarterly Expenses £53.50 (Oct to Dec) Approved and signed. 
CHQ 101118 H L Bloomfield reimbursement of Broadband (Dec )£54.35 Approved and Signed. 
CHQ 101119 PFK Littlejohn LLP Audit £240.00 Approved and signed. 
CHQ 101120 H L Bloomfield Expenses Mileage £4.19 (Jan)  Approved and signed. 
CHQ 101121 H L Bloomfield Reimbursement of BT Broadband (Jan) £54.85 Approved and signed. 
CHQ 101122 H L Bloomfield Reimbursement of printer ink £87.39 Approved and signed. 
CHQ 101123 S-Type Security and Solutions £910.00 Approved and signed.

CHQ 101124 Anglian Water £24.00 Approved and signed. 

b) Budget and Precept  The Clerk confirmed that the tax base for Rawreth Parish Council for 2021/2022 is 561.50
which equates to basic Council Tax amount of £84.59 per household on the agreed precept requirement of £47,500, an annual increase per household of £9.11 on the previous year.

c) Members discussed and considered the requirement for new bank accounts for the Council, all details of which had been circulated to all Members prior to the Meeting. Members agreed that the current Pandemic had highlighted more than ever the need for internet banking. Members agreed that the services offered by Unity Trust Bank for the cost of £6.00 per month met all of the Councils needs and requirements and allowed them to operate online banking within full audit requirements. Cllr Alistir Matthews proposed that an application proceed to open new accounts with Unity Trust Bank, and the transfer of all HSBC Accounts, this was seconded by Cllr Mark Collins and unanimously agreed by all other Members. In addition Members agreed the addition of a fourth signatory, Mrs Diana Jones. All application forms were duly completed and signed and cheque 101125 for the sum of £500.00 was assigned for account opening. 
d)  Members discussed and considered details of the payroll systems that had been circulated to them prior to the Meeting and agreed given the needs of the Council, the system offered by 12pay offered the best value for money. Cllr Diana Jones proposed that the 12pay payroll system be put into place and this was seconded by Cllr Susanne Wiltshire and unanimously agreed by all Members.  
e) Members discussed and consider details for a  new compliant Website for the Council that had been circulated to them prior to the Meeting. Members agreed given the needs of the Council, the requirements to be compliant, and ongoing costs, the best value for money and need was the site creation offered by VisionICT. Cllr Alistir Matthews proposed that the creation of a new compliant website by VisionICT be undertaken immediately, this was seconded by Cllr Mark Collins and unanimously agreed by all Members.  
f) Members discussed and considered a new Work Place Pension Scheme for the Council the details of which had been circulated to Members prior the Meeting. Members agreed that the Scheme offered by NEST offered the best value for money and met the needs of the Council and Cllr Diana Jones proposed that the Council enter into a scheme with NEST as soon as is necessary, this was seconded by Cllr Alistir Matthews and unanimously agreed by all Members. 

91.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION-Deferred to the next Meeting.
92. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE .Deferred to the next Meeting
93. FLOODING IN THE PARISH-  Deferred to the next Meeting as the Clerk has kept Members appraised during recent floods.
94. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK PROPOSALS AND THE ALLOCATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. The Clerk provided Members with an update with regard to the Transfer of the Allotment Land. She further advised that as the application for an increase in dwelling density had been submitted for the site, a further  .1 of a hectare would now be made available for allotment land. Members agreed that the total area of .4 hectares should be used and asked the Clerk to confirm this to Countryside Properties. 
95. UPDATES REGARDING ENFORCEMENT CASES IN THE PARISH and REPORTED PROBLEMS BEING MONITORED IN THE PARISH. Deferred to the next Meeting as there are no updates to report.
96. TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS. Deferred to the next Meeting
97. RHALC. Council to receive a report from the latest meeting. Deferred to the next Meeting.
98. PRIVATE SECURITY AND ESSEX POLICE.  Deferred to the next Meeting as the Clerk has kept Members appraised in the weeks preceding the Meeting.
99. PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN-Deferred to the next Meeting.
100. COMMUNITY GARDEN and PARISH OWNED LAND- Deferred to the next Meeting.
101.  TRAINING- Deferred to the next Meeting.
102. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. Deferred to the next Meeting.
103. PLANNING MATTERS-  All  planning applications were  received prior to the Meeting  and dealt with  under Delegated Power. 
104. COUNCIL TO DISCUSS LHP SCHEMES AND REQUESTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL FOR WORKS WITIN THE PARISH. Deferred to the next Meeting.
105. COUNCIL TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE  FROM  THE CLERK REGARDING THE PROPOSED FIRST AID TRAINING FROM IAN DAVEY, VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR FOR ESSEX COMMUNITY FIRST AID EVENT VOLUNTEERS.  Deferred to the next Meeting.
106. RE CAP OF AGENDA ITEMS ON WHICH THE PUBLIC MAY WISH TO COMMENT . Deferred to the next Meeting.
107. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC e) Emergency Plan f) Update on all outstanding Enforcement cases g) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways h) Private Security i) Parking in Old London Road j) First Aid Courses 

108.. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday  3rd March 2021 at 7.30pm providing Covid-19 Guidance allows.

The Meeting closed at 22.15pm

DATED……………………………CHAIRMAN
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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