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RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 3rd November 2021 7.30pm AT THE VILLAGE HALL RAWRETH

                                          Present: Cllr. M Collins


Cllr. Mrs D Jones


Cllr. Mrs S Wiltshire


Cllr. A Matthews

In Attendance:  The Clerk and 5 Members of the Public 

136. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. None 
137. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllr Mark Collins declared an interest in any item regarding the Laburnum Culvert by way of being a resident of the development

138. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th October 2021 were approved by the Members unaltered and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.

139. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. None
140. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS The Clerk confirmed that the Council has commenced the legal process of filling 3 causal vacancies on the Parish Council. 
141. TO DISCUSS AND ADOPT A ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY AND DISCUSS AND AGREE ON THE RIGHT OF MEMBERS AND THE CLERK TO PRIVACY AND REVIEW SAFEGUARDING, SECURITY AND LONE WORKING MEASURES FOR BOTH MEMBERS AND THE CLERK AND IMPLEMENT WHERE NECESSARY CHANGES SUGGESTED BY ESSEX POLICE AND ADOPT THE NECESSARY POLICIES. Members unanimously agreed and adopted the drafted Zero Tolerance Policy without any alterations, and accordingly the Policy was signed and dated.  Members discussed the right of Members and the Clerk to privacy and it was agreed that Members addresses would remain confidential and that the Clerk would look at the possibility of a PO Box as a registered correspondence address. It was also agreed that a Lone Working Policy would be drafted by the Clerk for agreement and adoption and Members agreed that going forward the Council should purchase and install a dashcam to the Clerks car, and purchase a bodycam for the use of all Members and the Clerk.
142. VILLAGE REPORT- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.
a. The visibility display on the junction of Old London Road and the A129 needs cutting.
b. Fly tip in a livestock field of fruit and veg, some wrapped in plastic, a similar incident was reported in West Hanningfield. 

c. Fly tip in Beeches Road.

d. Mobile home on land in Rutland Drive.

e. Illegal encampment on the ECC Chippings Bay in Old London Road.

f. Theft of gardening tools from a locked vehicle which was carrying out maintenance at the Community Garden. 

g. Car stole from Battlesbridge Harbour.

h. Firework sales next to Swallows Aquatics.
i. Pavement on the A129 between the bus stop opposite Wheatley Farm Nursery and BP needs vegetation cutting back. 

143.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT- None. 
144.  FINANCE.
 a. Cheques/online payments for approval. 

H L Bloomfield Salary increase £197.60 Approved online payment 

H L Bloomfield reimbursement of Mileage £11.17 Approved online payment

H L Bloomfield Quarterly Payment Home Office Use £53.50 Approved online payment

b. This item was considered under Private and Confidential and the Clerk was asked to leave the room. The Council resolved to increase Clerk’s Salary as recommended during the confidential session. 
c. Budget and Precept –Members reviewed and considered the budget figures prepared so far by the Clerk,  it was agreed that as the final Tax Base Figure has not been confirmed by RDC the agreement of the budget and precept for 2022/2023 would be deferred to December, and if need be January if the Tax Base is still unconfirmed. 
145.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, or raised in an email prior to the meeting, where necessary the Clerk will investigate.
a. Hedges at Bedloes Avenue have not been cut, they look very unsightly and are also dangerous as they are obstructing the view of vulnerable residents. 
b. Off street parking at Bedloes Avenue was never done so it looks a complete mess.
c. An offer to look after the notice board outside the hall, displaying details of classes, emergency contacts for the defibrillator, dates of parish meeting etc, keeping it clean and up to date so it’s useful to those that live in the area - it’s a little neglected at the moment.
d. With reference to the concrete drainage pipes given to the Parish Council, a request to get them placed in the area, get them sponsored by local companies, plants purchased from local nursery and launch Rawreth in Bloom for next spring. 
e. A request to do some community things in the hall/ community garden to raise some money for additional things the parish would like, ie Christmas market/ pamper eve/ Easter egg hunt/ fireworks/ 
f. look forward to seeing the update on the CCTV / street light suggestion at the start of Old London Road .

g. Will the exit from the new industrial estate at the Fairglen Interchange come onto the A1245 meaning traffic has to go round the Carpenters Arms roundabout?

h. Disappointed that no District or County Councillors are present again.  
146. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. None. 
147. FLOODING IN THE PARISH- The Clerk advised that during the flooding of Church Road and Old London Road on the 21st of October she made contact with Jeff Stacey at RDC, the Emergency Planning Officer, and ECC Highways. Both ECC and RDC confirmed that they would attend to see the extent of the flooding, the Clerk also took photos and sent them to Jeff Stacey. The Clerk also confirmed that she had contacted RDC to request that Cllr Matthews be included in the next Flood Forum Meeting and that a link to join the meeting be sent to him. The Clerk asked Cllr Matthews if he had attended the Meeting and he advised that no link or invite had been received. The Clerk advised that the meeting should have taken place on the 1st of November and that she would find out if the meeting had gone ahead, and if it had, why Cllr Matthews wasn’t included, and request and update and minutes.
148. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK PROPOSALS AND THE ALLOCATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT M5ANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. Nothing to report.

149. UPDATES REGARDING ENFORCEMENT CASES IN THE PARISH and REPORTED PROBLEMS BEING MONITORED IN THE PARISH.

a. Land Drain London Road (adjacent to Claremont) No update or progress to report with regards to the problem with the land drain disgorging onto the pavement. 
b. Travellers Site (A1245).  No update or progress to report with regards to Enforcement following the appeal hearing decision given on the 7th of December 2011
c. Old London Road Speed Restrictions and other matters. No update to report.

d. Beeches Road Weight Restrictions and Beeches Road and Watery Lane Flooding. Council to discuss any developments regarding Beeches Road/Watery Lane.  No update to report.

e. Bedloes Avenue. No updates to report with regards to the Council’s request for an off street parking area in Bedloes Avenue.
f. Laburnum Culvert. No update to report.

150. TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS.  The Clerk advised that she had attended a Police briefing following the murder of Sir David Amess, and that a number of changes have been advised by the Police which are now being implemented. 
151. RHALC. Nothing to report.  
152. PRIVATE SECURITY AND ESSEX POLICE.  The Clerk provided Members with regular updates prior to the Meeting. The Clerk continues to liaise with the Security Team. 
153. CCTV. The Clerk advised Members that she had contacted ECC highways with regards to possibility of installing CCTV cameras in the Parish on highway owned land.
154. PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN- Cllr Mark Collins confirmed to Members that himself and the Clerk will be working on the Parish Emergency Plan in the coming weeks, however given the recent murder of Sir David Amess, and the need to now review security and safety of Members and the Clerk the task is not a simple one, and should include the full council once all seats have been filled. 
155. COMMUNITY GARDEN,  PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE- The Clerk advised that there are a number of areas of the Parish that require maintenance that should be carried out by ECC or RDC but unfortunately the works are not being undertaken despite being reported therefore on the grounds of safety, general upkeep and tidiness of the Village, it would now be prudent to ask our own Maintenance Contractor to carry out a number of works, those being cutting back of the visibility splay on the junction of Old London Road and the A129, overgrown vegetation on the pavement of the A129 between the bus stop opposite wheatley Farm Nursery and the new development site entrance, overgrown hedges in Bedloes Avenue, hedges on Council owned land, Laburnum Way culvert change the grate and grub out the pipe, re-felt the bus shelter roofs, clean the Parish Sign. Members unanimously agreed to the works being carried out. 
156.  TRAINING- Members agreed that they would wait to undertake any training courses until they are conducted as face to face events. 

 157. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. Nothing to report
158. PLANNING MATTERS- There were no planning applications received prior to the Meeting which have not been dealt with under Delegated Power
159. COUNCIL TO DISCUSS LHP SCHEMES AND REQUESTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL FOR WORKS WITIN THE PARISH. None. 
160. COUNCIL TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE  FROM  THE CLERK REGARDING THE PROPOSED FIRST AID TRAINING FROM IAN DAVEY, VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR FOR ESSEX COMMUNITY FIRST AID EVENT VOLUNTEERS.  The Clerk advised that Essex Community First Aid Event Volunteers have recommenced training, Members agreed they would like to hold another course and asked the Clerk to arrange a date in the Spring. 
161. RE CAP OF AGENDA ITEMS ON WHICH THE PUBLIC MAY WISH TO COMMENT. Since face to face meeting have recommenced, no District or County Councillors have been present, what can be done about this, can the Parish Council request that they attend, or at least send reports as they don’t reply to email or pick up calls which is frustrating. 
162. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.  a) Community Garden b) Flooding in the Parish. c) LDF d) RHALC e) Emergency Plan f) Update on all outstanding Enforcement cases g) Reinstatement of footpaths and bridleways h) Private Security i) Parking in Old London Road j) First Aid Courses k) CCTV l) grants
163. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 1st December 2021 at 7.30pm providing Covid-19 Guidance allows. 

The Meeting closed at 21.43pm   Signed……………………………..Chairman……………Dated……………..
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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