RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RAWRETH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 3" June 2026 AT 7.30pm AT
BATTLESBRIDGE FREE CHURCH HAWK HILL BATTLESBRIDGE ESSEX SS11 7RE
Present:
Clir. Mrs P Jayachandran
Clir. A Matthews
Clir. Mrs S Wiltshire
Clir. P Mitchell
Clir. S Peters
In Attendance: The Clerk and 4 Members of the Public

28. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies were received and accepted from CllIr Belton and ClIr
Jack.

29. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

30. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING. Minutes of the Meeting held on 13" May 2026 were approved
by the Members without alteration and accordingly the Chairman signed them as a true copy.

31. MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY. None.

32. MATTERS TO NOTE ONLY ( FROM PREVIOUS AGENDAS) THESE MATTERS WILL BE PLACED ON
FORTHCOMING AGENDA’S FOR DISCUSSION WHEN RELEVANT UPDATES, INFORMATION AND
REPLIES ARE RECEIVED FROM THE REQUIRED SOURCES.

a. Members to discuss renew and adopt where necessary Council statements, Policies and Regulations. (Clerk to
circulate to Members prior to Meetings) including, Strategic Plan and Community Engagement. Noted.

b. Beeches Road/Watery Lane Road Safety Concerns. (All Members, the Clerk and other LGA and Agencies to
report) Noted.

c. Special Planning Guidance (SPG). (Clerk circulated to Members, Clir Belton to take the lead on this matter and all
Members to report to the Clir Belton) Noted.

d. Council Information Leaflet. ( Clir Belton circulated to Members, all Members to report to Clir Belton) Noted.

e. Updates regarding flooding in the Parish. (Update regarding Rawreth Brook circulated to Members and posted on
FB) Noted.

f. Essex Police, Parking/Abandoned Vehicles and Road safety issues and concerns in the Parish. Noted.

g. Community Events and Engagement. Noted.

33. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the
Clerk will investigate.

a. Pavement, Chelmsford Road is very uneven and very overgrown with vegetation and land slippage.

b. Tree came down in Church Road today (the Clerk advised she was already aware and the maintenance team would
be attending to it this evening)

c. Broken kerb in Laburnum Way (the Clerk advised she had already reported this to ECC)

34. VILLAGE REPORT- The following matters around the Parish were mentioned, where necessary the Clerk will
investigate.

a. The work started to clear the vegetation on Rawreth Lane has been noted, when will it continue? (the Clerk
advised Members of dates)

b. Cherry Hill site, do they have planning permission for the additional caravans and landscaping and increase in the
size of the site? (the Clerk advised this matter is with RDC Enforcement)

c. Pavement from Goose Cottages to Beeches Road is narrowing because of vegetation and land slippage (the Clerk
advised this is on the maintenance schedule)



d. Car noise and excessive speed along Chelmsford Road, through Battlesbridge and into Beeches Road.

e. Rayleigh FC have advised they have tournaments on the 14", 20" and 27" of June, there will be circa and extra
1000 cars using Old London Road across each day.

f. End of Wolsey Park spine road where it meets London Road A129, there has been another accident.

g. The Clerk advised she had come across a rough sleeper whilst checking what she thought was an abandoned car,
the Clerk advised she did a welfare check and contacted all agencies, including RDC, ECC adult social services and
Basildon DC. The Clerk advised she tried numerous times to contact CHESS but could not get through or leave a
message and after several attempts across a couple of days gave up but she would like to record how disappointing
the experience with this service was. The Clerk advised that she had arranged appropriate help for the individual.

35. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS. No written or verbal reports were
received from Clir Newport or Cllr Stanley. The Clerk advised Cllr Rob Ince has introduced himself to the Council
and confirmed he would be attending the July Meeting.

36. FINANCE.

a. Online payments approved since the last meeting.

J APinkerton (June) £2100.00 Noted.

J A Pinkerton (June) £1020.00 Noted.

Battlesbridge Free Church (June) £30.00 Noted.

Storage £100.00 Noted.

Unity Bank Charge £7.00 Noted.

SCAFT Grant Donation approved at the May Meeting Minute 13.f £1800.00 Noted.

H L Bloomfield reimbursement of refreshments £42.75 Noted.

H L Bloomfield reimbursement of BT Broadband (May) £56.74 Noted.

Essex County Council Legal Services approved at the May Meeting Minute 13.b £988.80 Noted.
Clear Councils Parish Council Insurance approved at the May Meeting Minute 13.c £1214.45 Noted.
Section 106 purchase of a maintenance truck approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £16500.00 Noted.
Glasdon purchase of two picnic benches for the Community Garden Minute 20 £1656.00 Noted.
Truck Tax approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £360.00 Noted.

Truck Insurance approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £1248.21 Noted.

Truck Signs approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £310.00 Noted.

Truck accessories approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £224.21 Noted.

Truck Diesel £107.00 Noted.

Rose Bush approved at the May Meeting Minute 20 £14.99 Noted.

SLCC Membership £316.00 Noted.

Vision ICT email hosting £192.00 Noted.

b. Members reviewed the 2025-2026 Internal Audit report from Heelis and Lodge, Members also confirmed that the
Clerk had reported the Audit to them prior to the meeting allowing them time to consider the audit process, the
audited documents and ask questions.

¢. Members considered the Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control for
Rawreth Parish Council and Members unanimously agreed the approval, without alteration.

d. Members considered the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026 in conjunction with all the
relevant documents and unanimously agreed the same, without alteration. Council also considered reviewed and
agreed unanimously the Audit Plan, Financial Risk Assessment, Internal Control Risk Assessment and the Councils
Assets Risk Assessment without alteration.

e. Members reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal control. (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/2026). and found the same to be up to date and in order and Members unanimously
agreed the same with no changes or alterations needed.

f. Members considered the Accounting Statements 2025/2026 (Section 2 of the Annual Return) prepared and signed
by the Clerk/RFO prior to meeting and audited by the appointed Internal Auditor to the Council. Members agreed
that no changes or alterations were needed to the Statements and unanimously agreed and approved them unaltered.

g. Members discussed the appointment of an Independent Internal Auditor and Cllr Matthews proposed the
appointment of Heelis and Lodge, this was seconded by Cllr Wiltshire and unanimously agreed by all Members that
the Internal Auditor Heelis and Lodge be appointed for the Financial Year 2026/2027

h. There were no grant applications to consider.



37. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (to note).
Letter received regarding Fly Tipping in Old London Road which has been passed to Rochford District Council as
the Authority responsible for street cleaning and waste. Noted.

38. ADOPTION OF POLICIES AND REGULATIONS. None.

39. ROAD SAFETY CONCERNS Members briefly discussed the reported road safety concerns, in particular the
A1245 in the vicinity of Clovelly Works, Beeches Road/Watery Lane, Church Road and the junction of Wolsey Park
and London Road and agreed that due to the current vacant County Councillor seat and not all Members being
present the matter should be deferred to the July Meeting.

40. DEVOLUTION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE
REVIEW. The Clerk advised she would be attending a meeting on the 3™ of June regarding the Community Asset
Transfers. The Clerk confirmed there were no updates to report with regards to Devolution, Local Government
Reorganisation plans and RDC’s Community Governance Review.

41 PROPOSED NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND HOUSING TARGETS. The Clerk advised there were no updates
with regards to proposed development and related matters.

42. EXISTING PARISH DEVELOPMENT UPDATES. The Clerk advised that she would be arranging a meeting
with the National Allotment Society for Cllr Belton, Cllr Jayachandran and herself to attend.

43. TO RECEIVE REPRESENTATIVES WRITTEN REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED OR MATTERS TO
RAISE AT FORTHCOMING MEETINGS INCLUDING RHALC. None.

44. COMMUNITY GARDEN, PARISH OWNED LAND AND MAINTENANCE- The Clerk gave Members an
update on completed maintenance work including the renovation works at the Community Garden, strimming in
Rawreth Lane, general maintenance at Laburnum Way, fallen trees in Church Road and the scheduled maintenance
work going forward.

45. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EVENTS. Following the formation of a working group at the May
Meeting CllIr Jayachandran advised there were no updates to report. The Clerk advised she would forward some
funding opportunities to the working group for consideration. Cllr Jayachandran asked for the matter to be brought
back to the July Meeting.

46. TRAINING-The Clerk advised that she had made enquiries regarding a group training session for Members and
that this was definitely something that could be arranged. The Clerk advised she would circulate details to Members
and once a date was agreed the training could be booked.

47. REINSTATEMENT OF FOOTPATHS/BRIDLE WAYS IN THE PARISH. The Clerk advised there was nothing
to report.

48. PLANNING MATTERS- The Clerk advised there were no planning applications received prior to the Meeting
which had not already been circulated to be dealt with under Delegated Power.

49. BLUE PLAQUE HERITAGE SCHEME- The Clerk advised she had still not received the pricing for plaques and
would chase these for the July Meeting.

50. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA. Including if necessary matters noted in item 32. Blue Plaque, Special Planning
Guidance Policy, Community Engagement and Events. Beeches Road/Watery Lane, Church Road, A1245 Road and
Wolsey Park London Road Junction Safety Concerns.

51. DATE &VENUE OF NEXT MEETING- Members agreed the date and time of Wednesday 1% July 2026 7.30pm,
at John Fisher Pavilion, John Fisher Recreation Ground, Little Wheatley Chase, Rayleigh SS6 9TB.

ClIr Peters left the Meeting at 20.00pm
The Meeting closed at 20.40 pm
Signed Chairman:
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